
Rockcliff Pushes Haynesville Shale 
Boundaries In Second August Deal
Rockcliff’s Haynesville Shale acreage will expand to 180,000 net acres following  
the close of two deals announced in August.

Two weeks after a $525 million deal by Houston’s Rockcliff 
Energy LLC to buy East Texas and North Louisiana assets 
from Samson Resources II LLC, Rockcliff is adding a size-
able piece of real estate in the Haynesville.

Rockcliff said Aug. 14 that it will buy 60,000 net acres of 
Haynesville Shale rights, which—with the Samson deal—
will increase the size of its position by one-third.

The acreage seller’s name and terms of the transaction 

were not disclosed. The properties, which are substantially 
all HBP, are located primarily in Harrison and Panola coun-
ties, Texas, Rockcliff said.

A Rockcliff affiliate also has a pending deal with Samson 
Resources that includes 210,000 net acres targeting the 
Haynesville, Mid-Bossier and Cotton Valley fairways.

“Combined with our previously announced Samson ac-
quisition, Rockcliff will have assembled a large, strategic 
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Rockcliff’s Haynesville Shale acreage will expand to 180,000 net acres following the close of two deals announced in August. (Source: Hart Energy)
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position of approximately 180,000 net acres in the Haynes-
ville Shale play,” Alan Smith, Rockcliff’s president and CEO, 
said in a press release.

“We intend to apply the latest technology alongside our 
team’s deep Haynesville experience to successfully de-
velop this premier acreage position. And in addition to the 
acreage’s favorable technical merits, we have the added 
commercial benefit of being located in close proximity to 
major natural gas markets,” Smith said.

The Samson acquisition in the ArkLaTex region is expect-
ed to close on Sept. 29 with an effective date of Aug. 1. 
Rockcliff has significant expertise in the ArkLaTex region to 
establish itself as a “major player” there, Smith has said.

Rockcliff’s Samson acquisition includes average production 
of about 90 million cubic feet equivalent per day net to the 
company’s interest. As of March, the acreage was 95% HBP.

In both deals, the land positions are strategically positioned 
to supply gas in a favorable natural gas market, according 
to the company.

Rockcliff is a privately-held oil and gas company focused 
on the acquisition, development and exploitation of uncon-
ventional and conventional assets. The company also op-
erates in the Delaware Basin and San Andres play. In New 
Mexico, it has 60 producing wells, according to New Mexico 
State Oil Conservation Division records. 
 
The company is backed by Quantum Energy Partners, 
a leading private equity firm focused on the oil and gas 
industry as well as several institutions, foundations and 
endowments.

Darren Barbee can be reached at dbarbee@hartenergy.com.
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